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~
Dear Ms. Searcy,

Enclosed for filing by ALLTEL Service corporation, on behalf
of its affiliated local exchange telephone companies, are an
original and nine copies of its reply comments in the above
referenced proceeding.

Should there be any questions concerning this matter, please
contact the undersigned counsel.

Sincerely,

Carolyn C. Hill
Federal Regulatory Counsel
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RECEIVED

AUG 27'1992
Before the Federal Communications Commission

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION Office of the Secretary

Washington, DC 20554

In the Matter of

Billed Party Preference
for 0+ InterLATA Calls

)
)

) CC Docket No. 92-77
)

Reply Comments of
ALLTEL Service Corporation

ALLTEL Service Corporation, on behalf of its affiliated local

exchange telephone companies (hereinafter "ALLTEL"), respectfully

submits its reply comments in the above captioned matter. ALLTEL

has the same concerns as many of the commenting parties regarding

the issue of cost recovery for local exchange carriers (LECs) if

billed party preference is adopted, and the issues of technical

limitations, particularly among the independent LECs, relating to

any implementation of billed party preference.

I. Any rules for implementation of billed party preference should
recognize technical limitations of independent telephone
companies.

The ALLTEL telephone system is composed of over 600 exchanges

in 25 states. In these exchanges, ALLTEL deploys a much broader

array of equipment and technologies than those utilized by the

Regional Bell Operating Companies ("RBOCs"). Because of this,

ALLTEL has not had sufficient time to evaluate the impact of

implementation of billed party preference. However, ALLTEL has

determined from its preliminary analysis that for many of these



exchanges the equipment may not support the dialing sequences

necessary for billed party preference. If the Commission adopts

billed party preference, it should exempt exchanges where equipment

does not support transfer of dialed billing information to an

operator service switch until the normal course of network upgrades

would effect the required changes. Sprint noted a similar concern

in its comments and recommended that the Commission adopt a

different service standard regarding Automated Alternate Billing

Services ("AABS") implementation for independent LECs than for the

RBOCs. l

II. Local exchange carriers. including ALLTEL. have not had
sufficient time to estimate the potential costs for
implementation of billed party preference.

ALLTEL has experienced difficulties similar to those of

Southwestern Bell, the Pacific Companies, and Bell Atlantic in

adequately estimating the potential costs for implementation of

billed party preference. 2 ALLTEL has participated in industry

forums and contacted its vendors, but is still not able to estimate

with certainty the potential costs for implementation of billed

party preference because of the lack of information from vendors

and incompleted internal studies. However, ALLTEL's preliminary

analysis indicates it will have both significant hardware and

software costs. These costs include those associated with

2

expanding the Line Information Data Base ("LIDB") to include a

Sprint comments at p. 25.

See, for example, the comments of the Pacific Companies
at p.2, Southwestern Bell at pp.l0-12, and Bell Atlantic,
Attachment A.
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primary and secondary interexchange carrier for billed party

preference purposes. Support of the expanded LIDB will, in turn,

require customer service personnel training and significant

customer education to initiate and support the expanded LIDB.

Prior to any action adopting billed party preference, the

Commission should seek further comment and allow adequate time for

response regarding determination of the potential costs for

implementation of billed party preference. ALLTEL will support the

united States Telephone Association ("USTA") in its efforts to

estimate these costs on behalf independent LECs. Moreover, once

these costs are quantified, the issue of proper cost recovery,

discussed below, becomes a significant concern.

III. Costs associated with billed party preference should be
recovered from operator service providers and not be allowed
to increase existing local service or access rates.

ALLTEL agrees with those commenting parties supporting

recovery of billed party preference implementation costs from

operator service providers. 3 ALLTEL believes that the costs

associated with any implementation of billed party preference

should not be allowed to increase local rates or intrastate and

interstate access charges. Increases in these rates would

exacerbate the threat of network bypass. Rather, those OSPs

benefitting from calls forwarded to them, by whatever means, should

pay the associated costs. OSPs can, in turn, recover the costs of

billed party preference from customers utilizing their services.

3 See, for example, the comments of GTE, p.12,
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In order that the issues related to identification and

recovery of billed party implementation costs be sUfficiently

reviewed, ALLTEL believes that the Commission must seek further

comment on the issue of cost recovery.

Conclusion:

If the Commission adopts billed party preference, ALLTEL

believes that the Commission must recognize the potential technical

limitations of independent LECs, such as the ALLTEL companies, and

provide for an exemption mechanism until the normal course of

network upgrades would effect the required changes to implement

billed party preference. Additionally, the record in this

proceeding does not provide sufficient information on the level of

LEe costs for implementation of billed party preference and the

related recovery of those costs. Before any final action is taken

to implement billed party preference, ALLTEL urges the Commission

to seek further comment on the issue of cost levels and cost

recovery.

Respectfully submitted,

ALLTEL Service Corporation,
on behalf of the ALLTEL local
exchange telephone companies .

By

August 27, 1992

.
~.C~~

Its Attorney



certificate of Service

I, Rita Ferrando, do hereby certify that on this 27th day of

August 1992, copies of the foregoing reply comments were served by

hand or by u. S. Mail, postage prepaid, to the parties listed on

the attached service list.

't?7i.f~{~
Rita Ferrando

August 27, 1992
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Roy Morris
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Reed, Smith, Shaw &
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Chicago, IL 60631
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John F. Nort
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David Carter
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South Sheriff's Assn
Jeffrey Moore
P. O. Box 21428
CoLumbia, SC
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214 W. Jones St
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Florida PSC
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James Gainer
180 E. Broad Street
Columbus, OH 43266
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Bob Starks
1312 Palmetto Ave
Winter Pk FL 32789

Reno Cannon
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TeLtronics, Corp.
John Priest
2150 WhitefLd Ind.
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